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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please AMEND claims 1-17 and ADD claims 18-30, as follows matter. 

1 . (Currently Amended) A sheet conveying apparatus comprising: 
a sheet conveyor which conveys conveying means fo r conv e ying a sheet; 
a movable conveying guide which guides the sheet conveyed by said sheet 

conveying means convevon and which is movable between a conveving position and a retracting 

position : 

a movable sheet conveying rotating body which conveys the sheet guided by 
said conveying guid e, and which is movable between a conveving position and a retracting 
position : and 

a moving unit which moves means for moving said conveying guide and said 
sheet conveying rotating body from a the respective sheet conveying positions p o si t ion to cadi 
the respective retracting positions position sepai - ating from the sheet conveying position , 

wherein a peripheral surface of said sheet conveying rotating body is projected 
from a sheet guiding surface of said conveying guide when said sheet conveving rotating bodv is 
located at in said sheet conveying position, and the peripheral surface of said sheet conveying 
rotating body is retracted from the sheet guiding surface of said conveying guide when said sheet 
conveying rotating body is located at in the retracting position. 
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2. (Currently Amended) A sheet conveying apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein a moving distance of said sheet conveying rotating body moved by said moving 
means unit is set longer than a the moving distance of said conveying guide. 

3. (Currently Amended) A sheet conveying apparatus according to claim 
1 , further comprising a m o vable an arm member which has said sheet conveying rotating body, 
wherein said arm member is moved by said moving unit means. 

4. (Currently Amended) A sheet conveying apparatus according to claim 

3, further comprising an interlocking mechanism means interlocked interlocking said conveying 
guide with said m o ving means and moves said conveying guide arm member when said arm 
member is moved by said moving unit means . 

5. (Currently Amended) A sheet conveying apparatus according to claim 

4, wherein said interlocking mechanism retracts said sheet conveving rotating bodv m e ans is 
ret r acted from the sheet guiding surface of said conveying guide and then moves said conveying 
guide when said sheet conveying rotating body is moved to the retracting position by said 
moving unit m e ans . 

6. (Currently Amended) A sheet conveying apparatus according to claim 
4, wherein said interlocking mechanism means has comprises a pair of abutting portions which is 
are provided in said conveying guide and said arm member and which can be scpai ' ated are 
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separable from each other, and the pair of abutting portions moves said conveying guide in such 
a manner that the pair of abutting portions abut abuts on each other. 

7. (Currently Amended) A sheet conveying apparatus according to claim 
4, wherein said interlocking mechanism means has an elastic body which interlocks said 
conveying guide with said arm member, and said arm member moves said conveying guide 
through the elastic body. 

8. (Currently Amended) A sheet conveying apparatus according to claim 
3, wherein said moving imit means has a cam which moves said arm in such a manner that the 
cam is rotated while the cam is always in contact with said arm member. 

9. (Currently Amended) A sheet conveying apparatus according to claim 
3, further comprising an wh e rein energizing member which energizes means fo r energizing said 
conveying guide to a side of the sheet conveying positio n, wherein said energizing member is 
provided between said conveying guide and said arm member. 

1 0. (Currently Amended) A sheet conveying apparatus according to claim 
1, wherein said further comprising another sheet conveving rotating body which makes a pair 
plurality of sheet conveying rotating bodies with said sheet conveving rotating bodv, said pair of 
sheet conveving rotating bodies having a plurality of rollers is alternately arranged on opposite 
rotating axes. 
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1 1 . (Currently Amended) A sheet post-processing apparatus comprising: 
a sheet conveying apparatus according to claim 1 ; and 

a sheet post-processing unit which performs m e ans f or performing processing 
to a sheets st o red in said conveying guid e , 

said sheet conveying apparatus comprising: 
sheet convevor which convevs a sheet: 

a conveying guide which guides the sheet conveved bv said sheet convevor, 
and which is movable between a conveying position and a retracting position: 

a sheet conveying rotating body which convevs the sheet guided bv said 
conveying guide, and which is movable between a conveying position and a retracting position: 
and 

a moving unit which moves said conveying guide and said sheet conveying 
rotating body from the respective sheet conveying positions to the respective retracting positions. 

wherein a peripheral surface of said sheet conveying rotating body is projected 
from a sheet guiding surface of said conveying guide when said sheet conveying rotating body is 
in the sheet conveying position, and the peripheral surface of said sheet conveying rotating body 
is retracted from the sheet guiding surface of said conveying guide when said sheet conveying 
guide when said sheet conveying rotating body is in the retracting position. 

12. (Currently Amended) A sheet post-processing apparatus according to 
claim 11, wherein said sheet convevor conveying means , said conveying guide, said sheet post- 
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processing irnit means , and said sheet conveying rotating body are substantially arranged in a 
line. 

1 3 . (Currently Amended) A sheet post-processing apparatus according to 
claim 11, further comprising a pair of conveying guides oppositely provided in a vertical 
direction, wherein said conveying guide is the upper side one in said pair of conveying guides, 
and said sheet post-processing means unit performs processing to a sheet stacked on the lower 
side one of the fixed conveying guide opposite to said conveying guide. 

14. (Currently Amended) A sheet post-processing apparatus according to 
claim 11, further comprising a returning member which returns means f o r r otating the sheet 
stored in the lower side one in said pair of conveying guides said conveying guid e to an upstream 
side in a sheet conveying direction to return tlie sheet , wherein said conveying guide and said 
retuming member are rotatablv supported on the same shaft means arc provided wliilc rotating 
centers o f said c o nveying guide and said returning means are l o cated at the same p o sition . 

15. (Currently Amended) A sheet post-processing apparatus according to 
claim 11, comprising: 

a first processing mode which positions said sheet conveying rotating body at 
the sheet conveying position, passes the sheet through said conveying guide with said sheet 
conveying rotating body to convey the sheet; and 
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a second processing mode which moves said sheet conveying rotating body to 
the retracting position, in the second processing mode, intermediately sto r es the predetermined 
number of sheets are intermediately stored in said conveying guide at a position where tlie 
c o nv e yed sheet is passed t hr o ugli said sheet conveying means , performed p e rfomis post- 
processing to the prcdetemiincd number of sheets with by said sheet post-processing imit means , 
mov e s said sh e et conv e ying r otating body to tlic sheet conveying position , and c o nveys a bundle 
of the p r edetermined numbe r of sheets with conveyed bv said sheet conveying rotating body 
which moved to the sheet conveying rotating body . 

1 6. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus comprising: 
image forming portion which forms means fo r fomiing an image in a sheet; 

and 

a sheet conveying apparatus which conveys the sheet, 

wherein said sheet conveying appai ' atus is said sheet conveying appai - atus as in 
one of claims 1 to 10. 

said sheet conveying apparatus comprising: 
a sheet conveyor which conveys a sheet: 

a conveying guide which guides the sheet conveyed bv said sheet conveyor, 
and which is movable between a conveying position and a retracting position: 

a sheet conveying rotating body which conveys the sheet guided bv said 
conveying guide, and which is movable between a conveying position and a retracting position: 
and 
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a moving unit which moves said conveying guide and said sheet conveying 
rotating body from the respective sheet conveying positions to the respective retracting positions, 

wherein a peripheral surface of said sheet conveying rotating body is projected 
from a sheet guiding surface of said conveying guide when said sheet conveying rotating body is 
in the sheet conveying position^ and the peripheral surface of said sheet conveying rotating body 
is retracted from the sheet guiding surface of said conveying guide when said sheet conveying 
rotating body is in the retracting position. 



1 7. (Currently Amended) An image forming apparatus according to claim 
16, wherein a moving distance of said sheet conveying rotating body moved by said moving unit 
is set longer than a moving distance of said conveying guide, comprising: 

image forming means for fomiing an image in a sheet; and 

a sheet p o st-pr o cessing apparatus wliich pcrfomis post-proc e ssing in wliich an 
image is fomicd by said image forming means to tlic sheet, 

whcrem said sheet post-processing apparatus is said sheet p o st-processing 
apparatus as in one of claims 1 1 to 15. 



18. (New) An image forming apparatus according to claim 16, ftuther 
comprising a arm member which has said sheet conveying rotating body, wherein said arm 
member is moved by said moving unit. 
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19. (New) An image forming apparatus according to claim 18, further 
comprising interlocking mechanism that interlocks said conveying guide with said arm member 
when said arm member is moved by said moving unit. 

20. (New) An image forming apparatus according to claim 19, wherein said 
interlocking mechanism retracts said sheet conveying rotating body from the sheet guiding 
surface of said conveying guide and then moves said conveying guide, when said sheet 
conveying rotating body is moved to the retracting position by said moving unit. 

21 . (New) An image forming apparatus according to claim 19, wherein said 
interlocking mechanism comprises a pair of abutting portions which are provided in said 
conveying guide and said arm member and which are separable from each other, and the pair of 
abutting portions move said conveying guide in such a manner that the pair of abutting portions 
abut on each other. 

22. (New) An image forming apparatus according to claim 19, wherein said 
interlocking mechanism has an elastic body which interlocks said conveying guide with said arm 
member, and said arm member moves said conveying guide through the elastic body. 

23. (New) An image forming apparatus according to claim 18, wherein said 
moving unit has a cam which moves said arm member in such a manner that the cam is rotated 
while the cam is always in contact with said arm member. 
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24. (New) An image foraiing apparatus according to claim 1 8, further 
comprising an energizing member which energizes said conveying guide to a side of the sheet 
conveying position, wherein said energizing member is provided between said conveying guide 
and said arm member. 

25. (New) An image forming apparatus according to claim 16, further 
comprising another sheet conveying rotating body which makes a pair of sheet conveying 
rotating bodies with said sheet conveying rotating body, said pair of sheet conveying rotating 
bodies having a plurality of rollers altemately arranged on opposite rotating axes. 

26. (New) An image forming apparatus comprising: 
image forming means for forming an image in a sheet; and 

a sheet post-processing apparatus which performs post-processing in which an 
image is formed by said image forming means to the sheet, 

said sheet post-processing apparatus comprising: 
a sheet conveyor which conveys a sheet; 
a conveying guide which guides the sheet conveyed by said sheet 
conveyor, and which is movable between a conveying position and a retracting position; 

a sheet conveying rotating body which conveys the sheet guided by said 
conveying guide, and which is movable between a conveying position and a retracting position,; 
and 

a moving unit which moves said conveying guide and said sheet 
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conveying rotating body from the respective sheet conveying positions to the respective 
retracting positions, 

wherein a peripheral surface of said sheet conveying rotating body is 
projected from a sheet guiding surface of said conveying guide when said sheet conveying 
rotating body is in the sheet conveying position, and the peripheral surface of said sheet 
conveying rotating body is retracted from the sheet guiding surface of said conveying guide when 
said sheet conveying rotating body is in the retracting position. 

27. (New) An image forming apparatus according to claim 26, wherein said 
sheet conveyor, said conveying guide, said sheet post-processing unit, and said sheet conveying 
rotating body are substantially arranged in line. 

28. (New) An image forming apparatus according to claim 26, further 
comprising a pair of conveying guides oppositely provided in a vertical direction, wherein said 
conveying guide is the upper side one in said pair of conveying guides, and said sheet post- 
processing unit performs processing to a sheet stacked on the lower side one in said pair of 
conveying guides opposite to said conveying guide. 

29. (New) An image forming apparatus according to claim 26, ftirther 
comprising a returning member which returns the sheet stored in the lower side one in said pair 
of conveying guides to an upstream side in a sheet conveying direction, wherein said conveying 
guide and said returning member are rotatably supported on the same shaft. 
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30. (New) An image forming apparatus according to claim 26, further 

comprising: 

a first processing mode which positions said sheet conveying rotating body at 
the sheet conveying position, and passes the sheet through said conveying guide with said sheet 
conveying rotating body to convey the sheet; and 

a second processing mode which moves said sheet conveying rotating body to 
the retracting position, and in the second processing mode, the predetermined number of sheets 
are intermediately stored in said conveying guide, performed post-processing by said sheet post- 
processing unit, and conveyed by said sheet conveying rotating body which moved to the sheet 
conveying position. 
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